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! leads,  Prinlors,  Congleton 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

CYRIL  DOVE  CORMAC,  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 
Sanitary  Inspector  REGINALD  C.  FORD,  M.S.I.A. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Congleton 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1948. 

Throughout  the  year  the  health  of  the  district  has 
remained  satisfactory.  The  death  rate  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  of  31.4  per  1,000  live  births  is  the  second  lowest 
on  record.  An  unusually  low  figure  of  26  was  recorded  once 
previously  in  1944.  * 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  on 
July  5th  and  resulted  in  the  transfer  of  your  responsibility  for 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and 
for  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  to  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospitals  Board.  Figures  for  diphtheria  immunisa- 
tion are  therefore  recorded  in  this  report  for  the  first  half 
of  the  year  only. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  appointed 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School  Medical 
Officer  under  the  Cheshire  County  Council.  This  will  enable 
the  Local  Health  Authority’s  Services  to  be  co-ordinated  with 
one  another  and  with  the  en\'ironmental  services  provided  by 
you. 

1 wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  for  the  work 
done  and  to  you  and  other  officials  of  the  Council  for  their 
help  and  co-operation  given  to  me  throughout  the  year.  I 
am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Surveyor  for 
their  assistance  in  compiling  this  Report. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  DOVE  CORMAC, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  customary  notes  on  social  conditions  are  not 
re(iuested  by  the  Minister  of  Health  for  the  year  ending: 
31st  December,  1948. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  population 

. 

12,940 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

Total 

...  217 

Male 

119 

Female 

98 

Illegitimate 

6 

3 

3 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

8 

5 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  e 
population  mid  1948  

stimated 

average 

17.2 

This  com])ares  with  a rale  of  17.9  per  1,000  ot 
the  population  of  England  and  Wales. 


the  population  of  England  and  Wales. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still 

births  34.6 

Still  birth  rate  i)er  1,000  estimated  average 

population  0.(iz 


This  compares  with  a still  birth  rate  of  0.42 
])er  1,000  of  the  jjopulation  of  England 
and  Wales. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  is  shown  as  follows  : — 


Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate  7 ...  3 ...  4 

Illegitimate  0 ...  0 ...  0 


d'his  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  31.4  per  1,(XX) 
live  l)irths. 

L.egitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  32.2 


Illegitimate  infants  ])er  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  


00.0 


Deaths. 


Total  Male  Female 
Deaths,  all  ages  116  ...  60  ...  56 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population  mid- 1948  8.96 

This  compares  with  a death  rate  of  10.8  per  1,000  of  ihc 
population  of  England  and  Wales. 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
within  the  District  during  the  year : — 


, Cause  of  Death 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

0 

- 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever  

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cougli  

0 

0 

0 

I)ill)htheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tnberculosis  of  respiratory  system  

I 

I 

0 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

I 

0 

I 

Syphilitic  diseases  

0 

0 

0 

Influenza  

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

o 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  

0 

0 

0 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis  

I 

I 

0 

Cancer  of  hue.,  cav.  and  oesoph  (M.)  uterus  (F.)  ... 

I 

0 

I 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duedenum 

6 

4 

2 

Cancer  of  breast  

I 

0 

I 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

5 

4 

I 

Diabetes  

2 

0 

2 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

9 

6 

3 

Heart  diseases 

34 

M 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  

I 

I 

0 

Bronchitis  ' 

7 

3 

. 4 

Pneumonia 

I 

I 

0 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

0 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  

2 

2 

0 

Diarrheoa  under  two  years 

0 

0 

0 

Appendicitis  

I 

I 

0 

Other  digestive  diseases  

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis 

9 

4 

5 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis  

0 

0 

0 

Other  maternal  causes  

0 

0 

0 

Premature  birth  

3 

0 

3 

Congenital  mal.,  birth  inj.,  infant  dis 

I 

I 

0 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

Road  traffic  accidents  

I 

0 

I 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

I 

3 

All  other  causes  

23 

i6 

7 

Ii6  ' 

6o 

56 

Deallis  from  puerperal  and  maternal  causes: — 

No.  of  Deaths 


Puerperalsepsis  0 

Other  maternal  causes  0 


0 


The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  is  Nil  j'-er  1,000  live  and 
still  births. 

There  w'as  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  durin,!^  the 
year  calling  for  special  comment  and  there  does  not  a]ipear 
to  be  any  occupation  having  a ])rcjudicial  effect  on  health. 

$ 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  has  resulted  in  many 
changes  of  I’ublic  Health  administration. 

An  additional  provision  in  the  District  is  a Home  licit) 
Service  for  confinements  an<i  cases  of  illness  at  home. 

Transi)ort  by  ambulance  is  now  free  and  cars  arc  avail- 
able for  sitting  cases  where  necessary. 

% 

1 he  welfare  of  handicapped  persons  and  the  aged  is  the 
concern  of  the  County  Health  IDepartment  who  arc  rcsi)onsible 
for  administration  of  Sections  29  and  30  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  dealing  with  this  kind  of  work. 

The  hos])itals  have  now  become  a responsibility  of  the 
Manchester  Regional  Board. 

X'accination  and  immunisation  against  dii)hthcria  and 
whooiiing  cough  is  carried  out  by  Practitioners  on  behalf  of 
the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  now  situated  at  Monsall 
Hospital,  having  moved  from  York  Place,  Manchester. 


i'he  Cheshire  County  Council  also  provide  a Home 
Nursing  Service  having  taken  over  the  work  from  the  local 
voluntary  organisations. 

The  remaining  facilities  in  the  district  remain  unchanged. 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary,  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board  took  over 
the  duly  of  water  supply  to  the  Congleton  Rural  District  in 
January,  1948,  and  at  the  same  time  instituted  a regular 
system  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of  both  raw 
and  treated  waters.  Samples  have  been  taken  by  the  Board’s 
employees  and  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Melling  Ardern,  of 
Manchester,  for  analysis  and  report. 

The  supply  to  the  Congleton  Rural  District  is  obtained 
from  the  Mow  Cop  Pumping  Station  in  the  South.  The 
Northern  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  from  the  boreholes 
in  the  Delamere  Hills. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  the  Mow  Cop  system  for 
Bacteriological  Analysis.  Both  were  completely  free  from 
B.  Coli  but  one  showed  a small  count  of  two  colonics  develop- 
ing on  yeastrel  agar  at  37°  C. 

The  mixed  water  supplied  from  the  Hollins  Hill  and 
Eddisbury  high  pressure  system  to  the  Northern  area  has 
been  sampled  weekly  for  bacteriological  examination  and  has 
been  regularly  free  from  B.  Coli  and  blood-heat  organisms. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  in  the  area  is  limited  at 
present  by  two  factors — the  reduced  output  from  Mow  Cop 
Pumping  Station  and  the  limited  mains  capacity  feeding  from 
the  Northwich  area.  The  Moreton  district  has  a private 
supply  from  Moreton  Hall. 


I'lierc  is  luj  tendency  for  plumbo-solvency. 

There  has  been  no  need  for  action  as  a result  (T 
contamination. 

Sewerage. 

The  Sewer  Extensions  in  the  Parish  of  Odd  Rode  are  now 
nearing  comjdetion  and  conversions  to  the  water  carriage 
system  are  proceeding  slowly. 

There  has  been  some  unavoidable  delay  in  the  preparation 
of  the  Scheme  for  enlargement  of  the  Holmes  Cha])el 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  but  the  ])roposals  will  shortly  be 
completed  for  presentation. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  of  conversions  from  conservancy  to  water 

carriage  system  14 

No.  of  houses  on  conservancy  system  in  built-up 
areas,  including  302  in  Townshijts  referred 
to  above  as  being  in  need  of  improved 
sewerage  disposal  facilities  411 

Public  Cleansing. 

Removal  of  house  refuse  and  night  soil  by  contract,  is 
undei  taken  for  the  I’arishcs  of  Retchton,  Church  Lawton  and 
Elton,  and  by  direct  labour  for  the  Parishes  of  Arclid,  Rrere- 
ton,  Church  Hulmc,  Cranage,  Goostrey,  Odd  Rode,  Somerford 
and  Twemlow. 

The  diiect  labour  scheme  for  (\id  Rode  A\’as  ]^ut  into 
operation  on  1st  April,  1948,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Parishes 
early  in  May. 

In  the  r arish  of  Odd  Rode  the  scheme  is  working  satis- 
factorily, but,  in  the  other  Parishes  it  is  mU  so  successful 
owing  to  the  staff  changes  and  the  large  scattered  area  which 
has  to  be  covered. 

A further  scheme  embracing  the  whole  District  is  in  the 
course  of  preparation  and  will  be  submitted  for  consideration 
early  ne.xt  y^ar. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

No.  of  inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  914 

No.  of  defects  remedied  530 

SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

The  customary  table  of  activities  under  the  Housing 
Acts  is  omitted. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  service  of  informal  notices  58 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  under  Housing  Acts  requiring  repairs 
and  which  w’ere  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
informal  notice  Nil 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  Nil 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  defects  were  . 

remedied  after  service  of  such  notice  Nil 

/ 

No.  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(est.)  300 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

No.  of  Registered  Producers  in  the  Area  471 

No.  of  Accredited  Producers  in  the  Area  260 

No.  of  T.T.  Producers  in  the  Area  37 

Huring  the  year  one  new  shippon  was  erected  and  tliree 
remodelled.  Three  dairies  were  altered  or  improved. 


Meat  cuid  other  Foods. 

All  private  slaughter  houses  remain  closed,  due  to  con- 
troilled  slaughtering,  but  the  insi)ection  of  all  retail  shops 
and  other  premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  food  is  carried 
out  regularly. 


SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  constituted 
the  majority  of  cases.  Diagnosis  in  the  one  case  notified 
as  Diphtheria  was  not  afterwards  confirmed. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  scheme  was  used  during  the  year 
up  to  July  5th,  1948. 

No.  of  Children,  under  school  age,  immunised  57 

No.  of  Children,  of  school  age,  immunised  33 

No.  of  Children  given  a reinforcing  injection  ...  24 

Tota:l  number  of  children  who  have  been 
immunised  since  the  ince]Mion  of  the 
scheme  in  1941  ] 205 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  which  have  been  notified  during  the  year, 
together  with  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  and 
the  total  number  of  deaths  from  each  of  these  diseases;— 


NOllPIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  I'uberculosis 


DURING  THE  YEAR,  1948. 


Disease 

Total  cases 
Notified 

No.  of 

cases 

admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

41 

32 

0 

Whooping,  Cough  

48 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 

0 

Measles  

79 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  

Acute  Anterior  Polio- 

6 

0 

1 

mylitis  

Ophthalmia 

1 

1 

0 

Neonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

3 

0 

0 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease 

Under 
I year 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

65  and 
over 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

14 

19 

4 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

9 

i6 

19 

— 

2 

— 

— 



Diphtheria 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 



Measles 

— 

9 

22 

37 

6 

4 

I 

- 

■ 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Anterior 

I 

I 

— 

2 

I 

I 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonaturum 

I 



Erysipelas 

— 

\ 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Table  of  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year 
ended  31st  December,  1948. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory  ■ 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Up  to  I year 

— 

I—  5 

5—15 

15—25 

I 

— 

25—35 

35—45 

I 

____ 

— 

— 

— 

I 

45—55 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

2 

I 

— 

I 



— 

I 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  following  table  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  gives  details  on  ’inspections  and  cases  where 
defects  were  found. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  the  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : — 


1. 

rrcmises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
inspections 

No.  of 
written 
notices 

No.  of 
occupiers 
prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 arc  to  be 
enforced  hy  Local 
.•\uthorities  

43 

39 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not 
inchuled  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

38 

26 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  hy 
the  Local 
Authority  (exclud- 
ing outworkers)  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

81 

65 

0 

0 

Cases  in  which  defects  were* found  Nil 

There  are  no  Out-workers  under  Sections  110  and  111. 

No  additional  certificates  were  granted  regarding  fire 
escajies  during  the  year. 


r 


? 


